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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Singer (DE 100 43 840) in view of Kniepkamp et al. (US Patent 2,999,707), Leturcq (US 
Patent, 6,244,600) and Fessenden (US Patent 4,229,950). 

With regards to claim 1 , Singer discloses a deflecting roller for a traction 
mechanism drive composed of an annular body 5 against the lateral face of which a 
traction mechanism bears 6, having a rolling beahng which is composed of an inner ring 
7 and an outer ring 3, wherein the outer ring is enclosed by a holding bore of the 
annular body, and the deflecting roller is fixed to a screw-on surface by means of a 
fastening screw 8 which extends through a holding bore of the inner ring and a holding 
bore of a spacer sleeve 9, wherein the distance between the screw-on surface and the 
deflecting roller is determined by the axial extent of the spacer sleeve which is held 
against the deflecting roller by means of a transport securing means, wherein a guide 
collar 13 of the spacer sleeve is held by the holding bore of the inner ring (fig. 1). Singer 
does not disclose a recess on the guide collar, an elastic holding element inserted in the 
recess such that the elastic holding element bears against the holding bore of the inner 
ring under preload. However Kniepkamp teaches a collar 1 held against an inner bore of 
a casing 5 wherein the collar includes a recess with an elastic holding element 12 
inserted in the recess such that the elastic holding element bears against the holding 
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bore of the casing under preload, see figure 1 . Tlierefore it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to have modified the 
guide collar of Singer to include a recess with an elastic holding element inserted in the 
recess such that the elastic holding element bears against the holding bore of the of the 
inner ring under preload, in light of the teachings of Kniepkamp, in order to provide an 
inner ring/ guide collar subassembly. Although Singer/Kniepkamp does not disclose the 
recess being defined by a first wall, a second wall, and a third wall, the first wall being 
shorter than the third wall and parallel to the third wall, the second wall being 
perpendicular to the first and third walls, providing spacing between the first wall and the 
second wall, and at the first wall, the holding element being free from contact with the 
holding bore, however Leturcq teaches such recess except for the first wall being 
shorter than the third wall, see figure 2. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to have modified the recess 
of Singer/Kniepkamp in the manner taught by Leturcq, in order to more securely hold 
the retaining element. Further Fessenden teaches such a recess wherein the first wall is 
shorter than a third wall, see figure 1 . Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to have provided the recess 
of Singer/Kniepkamp/Leturcq with a first wall that is shorter than the third wall, in light of 
the teachings of Fessenden, in order to facilitate mounting the retaining member in the 
recess. 
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Regarding claims 2 and 3, see column 1 , lines 46-52 of Kniepkamp. Applicant 
should note that it is within the skill level of a worker in the art to select an appropriate 
holding element. 

Regarding claims 4, 5 and 7, see figure 1 of Singer. 

Regarding claim 6, Applicant should note that it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to have produced the 
spacer sleeve from whatever material was expedient as a matter of obvious design 
choice since it has been held to be within the general skill level of a worker in the art to 
select a known material for its suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious 
design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. See also Ballas Liquidating Co. v. Allied 
industries ofKansa, Inc. (DC Kans) 205 USPQ 331 . 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 

CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to tin is final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Essama Omgba whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4532. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-6:30, 1st Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bryant can be reached on (571) 272-4526. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Essama Omgba/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3726 

eo 

August 7, 2010 



